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Thereissuch athingastraditional American hyphenation
“Break according to pronunciation”

What does it mean??



crit-i-cism an-eu-rysm

lig-a-ture sha-king
as-tron-o-my as-tro-nom-i-cal
dem-o-crat de-moc-ra-cy
dem-o-crat-ic phe-nom-e-nol-o-gy
e-nu-mer-ate pi-rate

riv-ers ri-vals

bi-son pris-on
knowl-edge

As nouns: As verbs:
proc-ess pro-cess
proj-ect pro-ject

pres-ent pre-sent



The Rule

With a single consonant (VCV):

If the first vowel is stressed and short, break after the con-
sonant; in all the other cases, break before.

IfCis'r’.

Always break after. Or not.

With more than one consonant (VCCV, VC?V, etc.);
Figure it out.

This is the short-stressed vowel consonant rule, ssVC.



A complete history of ssVC

e Named by Josef Hladky in the 1980s

e Confirmed by a Zairian reader of the English Teaching
Forum

e Stated by a Belgian teacher in 1930s

e Mentioned by Theodore De Vinne in the 1900s

Few other sightings.



Chicago Manual of Style, 15th ed. (2003)

7.33 Follow Webster; otherwise:

7.34 Don't break one-syllable words, \hyphenmin > 1,
no confusing breaks

7.35 Break according to pronunciation

7.36 Break after a vowel

7.37 Break after prefixes, before suffixes,
and between components of compounds

7.38 Always break before -ing

7.39\righthyphenmin >2



Noah Webster 1758-1843

Published dictionary 1828
All the dictionaries?



Noah Webster 1758-1843

American Spelling Book, 1788.

Possibly upto 100 millions copies in the different editions,
up to 1908.

Early edition available on Archive.org
https://archive.org/details/Speller



Early edition




Early edition




Why ssVC?

Why indeed?



Why ssVC?

hyph-utf8 comes of age

18 years of BachoTgX-inspired
hyphenation

Arthur Rosendahl (né Reutenauer)
Mojca Miklavec Groenhuis

EuroBachoTgX, 1 May 2026



BachoTgX motto

Idee rodzq sie miedzy piwami

- Bogustaw Jackowski (almost)

“ldeas are born between beers”



