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HOW [T STADRTED

A COUPLE of CONPERENCES WE HIAVE BEEN DISCUSSING EXTENSIONS

A SUMMARY OF OUR WISHES BECAME A fUBLISRED WIHUST To JoHn Hopsy

JORN DELEGATED THE PURTHER DEVELOPMENT 70 JAcko, TAGO AND fIANS

KARL MADE AN IMPLEMENTERS MAILING UST AND THE PROJECT WAS A FACT

TAco B NOW THE MAIN CODE WRITER AND Bug FIXER

AT SoME POINT TAco AND HANS CAME UP wWiTH THE DEA TO TURN THE KERNEL

INTO A LBRARY (FOR INSTANCE To b UseD IN [1aTX)

k  THANKS To PUNDING bY USERGROUPS TACO COULD WRITE THE FIRST VERSION IN
COMEANY TIME

%  THEDRE IS AN ACTIVE GROUF OF TESTERS AND THE MANUAL IS ACTIVELY MAINTAINED
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WHAT BHAS BEEN DoNE

THE PASCAL SOURCE HAS BEEN GONVERTED TO CWEB

GLOBAL VARIADLES ARE Now COLLECTED IN A SINGLE STRUCTURE

PILE AND TERMINAL 10 HAS BEEN SEPADATED

THE MPLIB LIBRARY IS USED AS KERNEL FOR Merafost

THERE 15 A [uA TERPACE FOR LUATE

THEDRE IS {oSTOCRIPT oUTFUT AS WELL A LUA TABLE REPDESENTING THE RESULT
THERE CAN BE MULTILE INSTANCES (AND FORMATS) RUNNING CONCURRENTLY
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WHAT T WILL dECOME

THERE WILL BE A PROFER APl DEFINED

For MeTAPoST THERE WILL BE A SEPARATE PRONTEND DEAUNG WITH BTEX/ETEX
THE ACCURACY AND MAXIMUM NUMBER RANGE WILL BE INCREASED

I POSSIBLE A DECIMAL PLOAT LIBDARY WILL BE USED

MEMORY MANAGEMENT WILL BE REVISED (DYNAME MEMORY)

QUSEPPE's INTDIGUING EXTENSIONS (ENVELOFES) WILL BE INTEGRATED

PENDING WISHES WILL BE INVESTIGATED, ESP WITH REGARDS TO FONT GENERATION
FILE 10 WILL BE CLEANED UP (MODERNIZED)

REWRITING INTERNAL STRUCTURES, MAYBE ADD ATTRIBUTES

bacrolpX 8. avpra, Tue G seta, EvRO[EKUSY: sTabte
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WHAT WE HAVE

k  Meralost cope can pe nreeRATED IN TEX Documents (lerafun)

&  GRAPHICS CAN B FROCESSED RUNTIME (ONE BY ONE) OR BETWEEN RUNS (ALL AT
ONGE)

k THERE |5 A RATHER TIGHT INTEGDATION OF TEXT SUpborT (sThouer Mojca
ALWAYS WANTS MORE)

& THERE ARE A COUPLE of EXTENSIONS, LIKE MORE COLOR SFAGES, TRANSPARENCY,
SHADING

& DOCUMENTS CONTAINING HUNDREDS of GRAPHICS ARE NO EXCEFTION

k  SOMETIMES WE HAVE NESTED RUNS OR MULTIPLE RUNS DIE TO COMPLEX TEXT
TRICKERY

£ W MV we vse 4 Lua sased conveRTeR, aND N TEX A TeX one
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WHAT WE CHANGED

& THE eXiSTING METAPOST INTEQDATION MECHANISM HAS PEEN REFLAGED BY A NEW
ONE

t  LESS MANAGEMENT 1 NEEDED, MuCK TEX cODE RepLAceD Y LUA coDe

THEDE B A NEW CONVERTER USING MPLIS DATASTRUGTURES INSTEAD OF {osT-

SCRIPT

THE USER INTERFACE IS UNCHANGED BUT THERE WILL BE EXTENSIONS

RUNTIME POR GRAFHICS S Now clOSE TO 7€R0

TEXT HANDLING IS EVEN MORE INTEGRATED AND VERY FAST

HANDLING SPEGIALS HAS BEEN ADAPTED To USE pRE/POSTSCRIPTS WHEN POSSIBLE
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WHAT WE WILL HAVE

% THERE WILL BE THE ABILITY 70 USE MULTIFLE INSTANCES OfF MeTAFuN (£.6. SYsTEM
INSTANCES VERSUS USER INSTANGES)

& IT WIL BE FossIBLE To Use TRaDITIoNAL Metalost aLonespe MeraFun
K WE WILL REIMPLEMENT SFECIALS (EXTENSIONS) WHEN ATTRIBUTES COME AROUND
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