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Confessions

of a Teenage

TEX User



Topics
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Why do I use TEX?

What do I use TEX for?

What’s easy to do with TEX?

What’s hard to do with TEX?

So What?



Why do I use TEX?

� � � � � �

— I use TEX because my Father makes me.

— Documents typeset with TEX look better than those made

with Word.

— Better looks means higher grades.

— With only a few commands I can format nearly everything.



What do I use TEX for?
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I use TEX to produce all my school assignments like:

— correspondence

— reports

— brochures

— presentations - like this one!



What’s easy to do with TEX?
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— My Father provides me with a document templates.

— For reports, I choose between a short or long report format.

— It’s easy to divide my text into chapters, sections, etc.

— Lists are easy, but I reuse table commands from other reports.

— It took me a while, but now I know how to include figures.

— I like that my table-of-contents is generated automaticlly.



What’s hard to do with TEX?

� � � � � �

— Sometimes figures do not appear where I expect them.

— When things go wrong I often don’t understanding why.

— It is hard to know which command will do what I want.

— Not all my teachers know what to do with a pdf document.

— We use emacs, but I will never learn all those key

combinations.



So What?
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— Were it not for my Father, I never would have heard of TEX.

— TEX produces better results, and higher grades, than Word.

— I have grown to like separating form from content.

— Knowing both TEX and Word, I prefer to use TEX.

— My older brother Albert uses TEX too.

He once told a classmate he was using TEX,

who asked him if it was some kind of drug.

— Albert told him it was great stuff. He looked interested.
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Thank You


